Rev. Abijah B. Anderson died while living at Crab Orchard.  He was probably the Pastor at the Crab Orchard Baptist Church at the time of his death.  He preached in a number of the Tates Creek Baptist Association churches during his life.  Paul
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THE ABIJAH ANDERSON FAMILY OF ESTILL CO., KY

The origin of this Estill County family was Eastern North Carolina.  Research at this time takes us to Chowan County and Ann McDaniel Anderson.  She was born in 1686-88 and died about 1788 at Edenton, NC.  She was first married to an Anderson, second to George Martin, Esq. and last married to Judge Joseph Anderson.   Ann was the mother of Isaac Anderson who is reported through family tradition to have fought under Washington at Valley Forge.  At this point we believe Isaac was a result of Ann's first marriage.  Between the Eastern North Carolina Andersons and Estill County Andersons are six generations migrating to Cumberland County, NC and farming just below the "Big Falls" on the Cape Fear River, to Jefferson County TN locating on the North bank of the French Broad River and then to Jackson  (formally Owsley) County, KY in about 1843.  Abijah moved to Estill County before 1860.    

                                                                                                                                                          3-- Abijah Anderson, b. 1837 in TN, d. 8/25/1898 at Crab Orchard, KY,

Abijah was a Primitive Baptist Preacher, but before he died in 1897 in KY, became a Missionary Baptist. He and his family lived and farmed in the Station Camp area of Estill Co..  He attended Carson-Newman College, at Jefferson City, TN until it was closed at the beginning of the Civil War. He and his wife joined  The Predestinarian(sic) Baptist Church at Station Camp February 1870 and he was made Moderator and then was called as Pastor in August, 1870.

The records of the Irvine Baptist Association, Estill County, KY, reports that Elder A. B. Anderson was called as pastor of Providence Church in January 1890 and apparently served only one year.  He had moved to Winston, KY in 1889.  Minutes of the third Saturday in August 1889 meeting has the following record:

"The Baptist Church of Christ  at Providence met and after public worship the doors of the church were opened for reception and members and brother Abijah Anderson and wife presented themselves for membership and were received and the church recognized his ordination and granted to him all the privileges of an ordained minister of Christ that accords with Baptist usage.

I.      J. W Parsons, Moderator & I. O. Dozier, Clerk

"During his membership at Providence things seemed to have been in chaos.  In January 1890, a resolution was passed against dancing and it appears from church minutes that 18 church members were dismissed for non attendance.  Then a resolution was passed stating that letters of dismission(sic) were only good for six months." Brother Anderson was messenger from Providence Church to the Irvine Association in 1889 and 1890.

sp Margaret Elizabeth Seale Anderson, b. 4/1846 in Calaway Co. MO, d.

    1937 at Van Nuys, CA. m. 11/12/1862.

 Margaret Elizabeth Seal Anderson's father was John K. Seal and her mother was named Therese. Margaret was one of sixteen Seal children of Jackson County, KY.  Abijah and Margaret had six sons and three daughters to reach manhood and womanhood. Several children died in infancy.  Margaret was born prematurely and weighed a little over three pounds.  When a baby, her parents moved to the mountains of Kentucky.  At age sixteen she married her teacher, Abijah.  This was in 1862.

At her funeral in 1937, the youngest son, Park (Harris) performed  the service of love. "Of the thirteen children, five have been preachers of the gospel --one being a missionary to China.  The youngest, Mary, is a minister's wife.  Our mother lived until thirty-six grandchildren had been born, twenty-three great-  grandchildren and three great-great-grandchildren.  Of the grandchildren, two have already entered the ministry, while two are volunteers for missionary service in foreign fields.  Yes, God was there, in his love and overruling providence, when Margaret Seale, prematurely, and in such physical weakness, had to face a world of coldness and tragedy."   

(Information from the Abijah Anderson line above to this point  was found in the

Estill County USCensus reports from 1860 through 1880, the Tate Creek 

Baptist  Association, Richmond, KY, and by Edna Jones of  The Jackson  

Historical Society. Family  records of Dr.  Park Harris Anderson, Jr. were 

also utilized.)

4-- Dr. John Mitchell Anderson, b. 8/12/1863 in Knox Co. TN., d. 

5/29/1947 at Morristown, TN.  Buried Emma Jarnagin Cemetery.

Lived in Knox County in 1910 with wife and child. Raised in Estill Co. KY.

 He attended Carson-Newman College at Jefferson City, TN  from where he graduated in 1892.  He entered the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary at Louisville, KY in 1895 and studied there for two years." (Source, Sept. 9, 1937 BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR, page Seven, as reported by Rev. T. N. Hale of Dresden, TN.)  He received his Doctorate of Divinity from Carson-Newman College in 1910.

Most of his pastoral work was done among his own people in East Tennessee, although he held revival meetings in many states.  Outside his own churches he has held 200 revival with 2000 professions and 1500 additions to the church by baptism. 

Author of "Heaven Of The Bible," Triangle Press, Morristown, TN, 1932.

sp Nannie Carmichael, b. 8/30/1869 in Knox County, TN, d. 8/9/1949

at Morristown, TN, buried Emma Jarnagin Cem.. (mother, Martha,

two brothers never married, Archie, b. 1872, John, b. 1879, and  

sister, Ida, b. 1873.)

5-- Infant son  b/d  8/13/1892, bur. Macedonia.

5-- Rena Mae Anderson, b. 3/7/1904, d. 10/15/1983 at Morristown,

TN, buried Emma Jarnagin Cem., (Adopted).

sp #1 Arthur Crowell Fox, b. 11/14/1895, d. 4/24/1972, mechanic USA WWI.

6-- Arthur Crowell Fox, Jr., b. 4/24/1927, d. 4/25/1927.

sp #2. living

(Information from the John Mitchell Anderson line above to this

point was obtained from Emma Jarnagin Cemetery records,

Morristown, TN, and Carson - Newman College)

4-- William M. Anderson, b. 8/17/1867 in Rockcastle Co., KY, d.

8/23/1923 in Waynesboro, Georgia. Raised in Estill County, KY.

William graduated from Carson-Newman College in TN, spent some time at Southern Seminary at Louisville, KY.  He held pastorates: First Baptist Church, Oklahoma City, OK; Patee Park Baptist Church in St. Joseph, Missouri; Dothan Alabama First Baptist church and Woodlawn Baptist Church in Birmingham, AL.  He was several years with the Evangelistic Force of the Home Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention.  It was in 1910 that Carson-Newman College conferred the Doctorate of  Divinity upon William in 1910 along with his brother John  as noted above.  After leaving the Home Mission Board he went to Quitman, Georia. In 1922 he went to the Baptist church in Waynesboro, Georgia and died in 1923.

sp Mary Octavia Kemper, b. 9/22/1871 at Lancaster KY, d. 1/29/1960 in       

Moultry, GA,  m. 12/31/1896 at Oakwold Plantation, Evergreen, LA.

 Octavia writes in her memoirs the following: "Our church, nearly every summer, had a "protracted" meeting.  One summer we had a young man, W. M. Anderson, who was in Carson-Newman College in Tennessee.  When he went back to college, he wrote me a letter and asked me to "correspond" with him.  We wrote regularly during his last year in college.  In the summer of 1985 he came to see me from his fathers home in Crab Orchard, Kentucky.  That fall he went to the Seminary in Louisville.  We continued to write, and in the spring of 1896 he was called to the church at Oklahoma City, the largest church in either the Indian or Oklahoma Territory.  In the fall of 1896, I went to Louisiana to visit my relations.  Soon after I got there, I had a letter from William saying he would like to come to Louisiana for me about the last of the year.  We were married on the last day of the year 1896." Octavia's Grandfather was Rev. Burdett Kemper, Pastor of Dix River Baptist Church, North of Lancaster, KY for almost 40 years.

5-- Paul Kemper Anderson, b. 11/29/1898 in OK, d. 8/9/1987  

in NC. office manager, NYLIC.                     

sp #1 Lillian Johnson, b. 10/23/1905 in Hall Co., GA,                                                                d.  1/21/1974 in Charlotte, NC, m. 6/19/1925, first grade 

teacher and elementary school principal.   

sp #2  Ruth Harding  b. 1904 in NC, d. 3/14/1994 in Charlotte, 

NC, second marriage 8/14/1976.

5-- Eugenia Anderson, b. 10/26/1900 in OK, d. 1984 in SC. School

Teacher and Red Cross Director, Colquite County, GA.

sp John Chastain Parker, b. 11/8/1903, d. 1/8/1940 in GA. 

Attorney, Speaker Pro Tem, House of Representatives, GA.

5-- William Clark Anderson, b. 7/30/1903 in OK, Red Cross Dir..

(Information from the William M. Anderson line above obtained from

the papers of Mary Octavia Anderson, wife of William and Carson  

- Newman College, Morristown, TN.)

4-- Theresa E. Anderson, b. 3/20/1869 in KY, d. 2/5/1940 at Burbank,

CA, Buried at Forrest Lawn, Glendale, m. 6/14/1911 at Waco, KY. She

was raised in Estill county. 

sp Robert Rhodes Harris, b.10/26/1863 at Richmond, KY?, Lived in MO

a short time then he lived in Chandler, OK. d.7/14/1925.  

Robert was born in Madison County Kentucky.  He was son of Shelton and Martha Jane Harris, pioneer citizens and early settlers of Kentucky. Robert was a man of strong convictions, and his devotion to a principal was most commendable.  He studied his plans carefully and once he blazed the path of duty nothing could swerve him from that path.  It mattered little to him what others thought of a cause he advocated; he always stood firmly and fought unflinchingly for that principle so long as he felt like he was in the right.   In March 1902 he moved with his family to Oklahoma, locating at Wellston and later to Chandler in 1907.  He was a member of the Baptist Church, I. O. O. F., Modern Woodman and Knights of Pythias.  He was a home builder.

5-- Judge Thomas Shelton Harris, b. 12/20/1886, Waco, KY, d. 1/25/1963.  He  

moved to Wellston, Ok when he was 20 years old.  He was head teller at 

Chandler National Bank while he studied law.  At 24 he was Mayor of 

Chandler, admitted to the Bar 1912, Assistant County Attorney and Judge. 

sp Grace Mae Mosier, b.12/4/1890 Westphelic, KA, d.7/24/1976,  

buried So. Hights Cem.. p. Jacob & Alverta (kellerman)  Mosier.

5-- Margaret Harris, b. 1889, buried at Forest Lawn, Glendale, CA.

5-- Joe Harris, b. 1890-91, d. on the way to OK, buried along   

the road some place.

5-- Hattie Harris, b. 1894.

5-- Robert Christopher Harris, b. 9/2/1895 at Richmond, KY, d.  

4/13/1935 Muskogee, OK, buried Oak Park Cem., Chandler, OK,

received  full military rites at his funeral, he was a Major in 

Battery C. 160 Field Artillery, m. 2/6/1922 at Wichita      

Falls, TX(?). He was elected County Court Clerk in 1932.

sp Laura Esther Anderson, b. 10/27/1898 at Chandler, OK, d.    

2/21/1977 at Long Branch, CA, buried Oak Park Cm., Chandler.

County Court Clerk following her husband.

5-- Abijah (Bidge) Harris, b. 1899, d. Chandler, OK.

5-- James Taylor Harris, b. 2/12/1889 at Waco, OK, d. 4/24/1983 

at Tulsa, OK, buried Rose Hill, m.10/7/1925 at Tulsa, OK.   

                         Auditor. Highly skilled wood carver as hobby.

                     sp #1 Madeline Harley Mowbray, b. 7/25/1900 at Tulsa, OK, d.    

                          4/21/1976 at Tulsa, OK, buried Rose Hill.

                    5-- George Harris, b. ____, d. 1912.

                    5-- Roland Francis Harris, b. 1/9/1907 at Wellston, OK, d.       

                          3/13/1982 at Phoenix, Tempe, AZ, buried Oak Park, Chandler,

                          OK, m. 9/14/1886 at Waco, KY. Cabinet Maker.

                      sp Virgie Allenbaugh, b. 3/14/1908 at Chandler,OK, d. 6/20/1990

                          Tempe, AZ, buried Oak Park, Chandler, OK, p. James Earl &  

                          Nanie Lee Christian Allenbaugh.

                     5-- Frank Harris, b. 8/10/1909 at Chandler, OK, d. 5/16/1979 at 

                          Reno, NV, buried Valhalla, CA, m. 4/5/1930 at Hollywood, CA,

                          House Painter.

                      sp Nellie Inez White, b. 10/11/1910 at Lyndon, KA.

                     (Information from the Theresa E. Anderson line above to this point,

                      obtained from the Sallie Jeane Harris Key family book. Sallie and Jack Key,   

                      Huntington Beach, CA  92649.)

               4-- Joseph M. Anderson, b. 2/13/1871 in KY, d. 10/20/1913 in OK,   

                     Baptist Minister., bu. Wellston, Lincoln Co., OK

                 sp Ethel b._______    

                     5-- daughter ,Burnaby, BC, Canada

                       sp 

                     5-- son 

               4—Scott Anderson, (NMI), b. 8/17/1874, Estill Co., KY, d. 3/24/1945 in Burbank,    

                    CA. He was a Baptist  minister with  Church held in the home.  After Scott sold   

                    the  farm in Oklahoma and moved back to California, about 1920, he built a 

                    large house on Lillian Way in Hollywood.  The upstairs was divided into 

                    apartments so that when the children married they  could live there.

               sp Mary Spurla Davis, b. 7/8/1884 at Valley View, TX, m. 12/24/1901, d. 9/20/1944 

                    at  Los  Angeles, CA.

                    5-- Bera May Anderson, b.11/15/1903, deceased, OK.                                                                                                                       

                     sp Forrest Bymaster, b. _______d. _________in OK, also lived in  California.                                                

                          (There were 4 children.)

                    5-- Hortense Anderson (NMI), b. 3/13/1905 at Enid, OK, m. 5/17/1930, d. 

                         5/29/1990.

                     sp Harper Brown Mitchell, b. 8/8/1883 at "Old Kane, IL, d, 12/4/1961 at 

                          Florence, AZ. Life long minister, teacher and writer.

                    5-- Robert (Bob) Scott Anderson, b. 2/22/1907, d. 12/1/1976.

                       sp Ruth Allen, b. 7/1/1915, m. 11/7/1943, d. 6/23/1979.

                     5-- Virginia (X) Margaret Anderson, b. 9/5/1910 in OK, d. 1998 Hiwaii.

                       sp "Art" (Arthur) Reinert, (Father's name was "VonReinert, owner of 

                           "Denver Mining  Record" newspaper.  When family visited, they were very 

                            formal, bowed at  waist and  clicked  heels. Art dropped the Von during 

                            the war.).

                       5-- living 

                     (Information from the above Scott Anderson line furnished by Rebecca Ruth   

                      Mitchell,  4513 N. Wheeler Road, Coolidge, AZ, 520 723 3967), and other      

                      family members.)       

                 4-- Emma F. Anderson, b. 1877 in KY, d.1907 at Dothan, AL, afflicted.

                 4-- Silas Miller Anderson, b. 2/8/1878 in Crab Orchard, Lincoln Co. 

                      KY, d. 3/13/1951 in Drumright Creek, OK, burial at Cushing,     

                     Payne Co., OK. Merchant.  Married Oklahoma City, OK.

 Silas Miller  was a merchant.  He married Dixie Eva Benson December 25, 1906.  Dixie was born May 16, 1885 in Havanah, Ill. and died at Cushing, Oklahoma.

                  sp Dixie Eva Benson  b. 5/16/1885 in IL, d. 5/26/1971 in OK,     

                       5-- living

                       5-- Gladys Anderson b. 12/1908 in OK., d. 1908

                       5-- Harold Benson Anderson, b. 3/11/1912 in OK., d.1986

                       5-- Dorothy Lee Anderson, b. 9/17/1914 in OK.

                    sp John Thomas Pringle.

                        (Information for the above Joseph Anderson and Silas Miller families

                         obtained from Lucile Anderson, daughter of Silas Miller     

                         Anderson, Drumright, OK)

                 4-- Park Harris Anderson, D. D.,  b. 1/11/1880 in Estill co., KY,  

                      d. 3/26/1955 in SC, Baptist Missionary/Minister. Called "Park"

 The Augusta Georgia Chronicle states: Aug. 14, 1926; "The Waynesboro Baptist church holds a peculiar distinction--it is probably that   in all of the history of Christianity no church ever called its' pastor by radio until the First Baptist Church of Waynesboro did so." Park and his family of a wife and six children were forced out of China due to the Revolution. They were on a ship back to the states when the church radioed the ship.  The stewards on the boat referred to the Anderson family as the "That Organization."

Park Harris was the youngest child in a family of thirteen children.  He was converted under the preaching of and baptized  by his brother John.  He moved to Oklahoma City at the turn of the century to read law in the office of a noted jurist.  He stayed with brother William.  Once felt "called" to preach, he     attended Baylor University in 1904, received a Ph.D. degree.  He also attended Georgetown University for a brief time.  He graduated from the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, KY in 1907 with a Th. M. degree.  He served First Baptist Church of Bradstown, KY in 1907.  He was then appointed    by the Foreign Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention    in 1907 and was sent to Canton, China for theological work.  He served in Canton, Kweilin and Macao until 1925, most of the time as a teacher in and president of the Graves Theological Seminary. (Source, Park Harris Anderson, Jr..)

In the I. O. Dozier family bible in the possession of Mrs. Marcus Eads of Moberly in Madison County, KY is a notice written by T. P. Edwards and published in the IRVINE SUN newspaper, Irvine, KY.  Mr. Edwards writes about Park being a missionary in China for fifty years and becoming the President of the Graves Theological Seminary in Canton, China.  Mr. Edwards ends the article, "As the writer was also born on the same creek, and spent a term in Seminary with him, being about the same age, and our fathers being friends and neighbors, it gives me great pleasure in writing this narrative."  Rev. T. P. Edward served Providence as pastor 1902-1904 and 1914.

It is interesting to note that the "P" in T. P. Edwards name stood for Park and that both men's Park names came from the Park family, one of the oldest and most respected families in the Wagersville section of Estill County. 

Author of:     

He Knoweth Not How, Broadman Press  (1936)

John Mark, Servant of Christ, The Christopher Publishing House (1949),

Christ's Preachers, Christopher Publishing House (1951)

            sp #1 Pansy Flora Greene, b. 4/2/1884 in NC, , m. 12/22/1909.

                 d. 1/1/1917 in Hong   Kong, China
On December 22, 1909, in Canton, Kwong Tung Province, China, he married his first wife, 

Mrs. Pansy Greene Anderson, daughter of Dr.  G. W. Greene, was born at Moravine Falls, NC.  In her eighth year she accompanied her father and mother to Canton, China.  Her early studies were carried on at home , under the instruction of her parents, there being no schools in Canton for the education of English-speaking children.

                  5-- Margaret Anderson, b. 8/12/1910, d. 8/17/1910 in Hong Kong.

                  5-- Park Harris Anderson, Jr., DD, b. 8/9/1911 in Canton, Kong

                       Tung Province, China, married Canton, Kong Tung Province,   

                       China, death and burial, Greer, Greenville Co., SC. Called   

                       "Harris".

                    sp #1 Kathleen Daughtry

                    sp #2 Evelyn Hatfield

                  5-- Pansy Ruth Anderson, b. 3/6/1913 in Canton, China        

                    sp William M. Gettys, b.______?, m. 12/21/1934.

                  5-- Florence Mauldin Anderson,  b. 10/4/1914 in Columbia,     

                       Richmond Co., SC.

                    sp Hugh Orr Harris, m. 3/24/1942.

                  5-- living

                    sp living

                  5-- Theresa King Anderson, b. 1/1/1917 in Hong Kong, China.

                       TWIN

                  5-- May Anderson, b. 1/1/1917, d. 1/1/1917 in Hong Kong, China.

                       TWIN

                       (Information from  Park Harris Anderson, Sr. line above to      

                        this point, obtained from Park Harris Anderson, Jr., Mercer 

                        University Archives, and family members.)

               sp #2 Paneuma Barton

            4-- Mary Sue Anderson, b. 3/31/1884 in KY, d. 11/3/1966 in   AZ, m. 12/3/1904.

             sp Thomas Miller Pyle, b. 12/22/1878, d. 8/24/1969 in MO,   minister.

                  5-- John Howard Pyle, b. 3/25/1906 at Sheridan, WY, d. 1987  

John Howard Pyle  received a LL.D.  (Hon) from Redlands University, 1950.  Howard went on to become  one of the Arizona State's first radio broadcasters before being elected   Governor in 1950, part of an emerging block of young Republicans   that included Barry Goldwater and John Rhodes.  He was later a White House aide to President Eisenhower  and was president of the National Safety Council.   Howard married Lucile G. Hanna. Mrs. Pyle, a homemaker, was born in Tempe, AZ.  She met Howard in the 1920s, when he stopped to help fix her boyfriend's car.

                   sp Lucile G. Hanna, b.1905, d.9/12/1996.   

                  5—live?

                  5—live?

                     (Information from  the Mary Sue Anderson line above to         

                     this point, obtained from Mary Lou Pyle Myers of Pine AZ)  
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