ADAM OAKS

BORN 1820

Adam, the third child of Daniel and Sarah Oaks, was born 1920 Whitley County, KY, died 15 Feb 1894 in either Whitley or Lincoln County.    He may be buried in Ephesus Church Cemetery in Lincoln County.  He married Jemima Bolton about 1837 in Campbell County TN.    Jemima was a sister of Thomas Bolton that married Lucinda Oaks.   Lucinda was Adam Oaks’ older sister.  Jemima Bolton was born 4 Jul 1816 Grainger County, TN;  her death date and location is unknown, it appears she was alive when Adam died and may have moved back to TN.  I show ten children for Adam and Jemima.  They are:

1.       Hiram, born 25 APR 1838, and died before 1910 in Lincoln County, KY + (1) Malinda James, 21 Dec 1858 Lincoln County;  (2) Georgia Boardingham, 30 May 1891 (?) Whitley County.

 Precilla, born 29 Mar 1839.   Maybe died young.

 Elizabeth, born 1 May 1841 Campbell County, TN + Zachariah Adams 1 Apr 1860 Lincoln County, KY.

4.     Daniel Webster, born 28 Aug 1843 Lincoln County, died 19 Apr 1906, buried Cane Creek Cemetery, Whitley County, KY + Margaret Petrey 30 Sep 1885 Lincoln County.

5.     Josiah, born 6 Jan 1845 KY, died 25 mar 1922 Lincoln County, buried in Ephesus Cemetery, Lincoln County + America Petrey 3 May 1867 Lincoln County. 

6.     James Franklin, born Aug 1848 Campbell County, TN . Died 30 May 1927 Lincoln County + Precilla Jane Powers 6 Aug 1871 Lincoln County.

7.     John Riley, born 1850 Campbell County, TN, died 20 Feb 1916 Lincoln County + Susan Ann Powers 16 Dec 1871 Lincoln County.

8.     Anna Eliza, born 1852 KY,  + William Adams on 27 Jan 1870 Lincoln County, KY.

9      William M, born 1856, Campbell County, TN, died abt 1914 TX + (1) Mary Minks 3 Dec 1883 Lincoln County, (2) went to TX with niece Emma Eliza Oaks, don’t know if they married.

Preston Haley, born 1858 Campbell county, TN, died 14 Apr 1925 Whitley County KY + (1) Mary Warren 7 Mar 1881 Lincoln County; (2) Jane Unknown, before 1910; (3) Ellen Hubbard, before 1920.

From the 1840 Lincoln County census and the birth sites of Adam and Jemima’s children, it appears they moved to Lincoln County before 1838, then back to Campbell County, TN about 1842.   It appears they then were back and forth between Lincoln County and Campbell County, TN.   The children’s birth states come from the census listings, and they are not totally consistent.  I don’t have a death date for Jemima Bolton Oaks, but did see a land sale recording in Lincoln County in 1894 in which Jemima Oaks sold land.  

Hiram Oaks, first child of Adam and Jemima Bolton Oaks born 25 Apr 1838, died between 1900 – 1910 KY.  Hiram married (1) Malinda Elizabeth James, daughter of William H and Sophia Dyehouse James.  They married 21 Dec 1858 Lincoln County KY.  The nine known children from this union were:

Melvina S Oaks, born 21 Oct 1859, Pulaski County KY + John Warren.

Elvirah A Oaks, born abt 1861 KY (census data, no other info).

Margaret A Oaks, born 7 Feb 1863 KY, died 11 Sep 1949 Whitley County + Charlie Dyche.  

William A Oaks, born abt 1865.

Joseph T Oaks, born abt 1867 KY + Betty Weiseman.

James S Oaks, born Feb 1870 KY.

Anna Belle Oaks, born abt 1872 KY + William Lawson.

Isaling J (Icie) Oaks, born Apr 1877 Lincoln County KY, died 3 Aug 1933 Logan county WV + John Henry Bowden.

Cecillia J Oaks, born Feb 1879 Lincoln County, died 12 Sep 1921 whitley County KY + Bennett H Taylor.

After Malinda died between 1880-1890, Hiram married Georgia Boardingham.   The data I have found show the marriage 30 May 1891 Whitley County KY.  This may not be a valid date based on children’s birth date.   Hiram and Georgia had at least ten children, as follows:

Clarence Oaks, born Sep 1886 KY + Maggie L Unknown.

Martha Viola Oaks, born Nov 1889 Whitley County, died 29 Feb 1920 Fayette County KY + William Burdine.

Caples Oaks, May 1892 KY.

Nannie (Nancy?) Oaks, born Apr 1893 KY.

Robert E Oaks, born Apr 1895 KY.

Jeremey Bryan Oaks, born nov 1897 KY.

Charles M Oaks, born Dec 1899 KY.

Artie M Oaks (female), born abt 1902 KY.

Alton B Oaks, born abt 1904 KY.

Beckham Oaks, born abt 1906 KY.

Hiram and Georgia resided in Laurel County KY most of their married life.  Georgia is listed as a widow in the 1910 Laurel County Census which indicates to me that Hiram died between 1905-1910.

Prescilla Oaks, born abt 1839, second child of Adam and Jemima Bolton Oaks is believed to have died young.  

Elizabeth, third child of Adam and Jemima Bolton Oaks was born 1 May 1841 Campbell County TN.  On 1 Apr 1860 Lincoln County, she married Zachariah Adams, son of Edward E Adams and Lucinda Kidd.  They had at least 9 children; Elizabeth is believed to have died between 1880 and 1900.  Their children were:

William Adams, born 1862.

Julia Ann Adams, born abt 1866.

Joseph T Adams, born abt 1868.

James B Adams, born abt 1871.

Lydia Ann Adams, born abt 1873.

John F Adams, born abt 1874..

Nancy E Adams, born abt 1877.

Andrew Adams, born abt 1879.

Elizabeth died after the 1880 census and prior to the 1900 census.

Daniel Webster Oaks, fourth child of Adam and Jemima Bolton Oaks, was born 26 Aug 1843 Campbell County TN.  He married Margaret Petrey, daughter of Thomas and Nancy Young Petrey, on 3 Sep 1866 in Lincoln County KY.  They had at least 10 children.  They were:

1.    Mary E Oaks, born 13 oct 1867, died 21 Sep 1871 Whitley County.

2.    Ancil Arin Oaks, born 05 Sep 1869, died 1906 Whitley County + Susan Petrey.
3.    Amanda Oaks, born 24 May 1871, died  1944 + Amos Bennett.
4.    Lydia Ann Oaks, born 25 Dec 1873, died 1975 Knott County KY + William F Lawson.
5.    Charles Jasper Oaks, born 06 Mar 1876, died 1949 Whitley County + Nancy Bryant.
6.    Winney Jane Oaks, born 19 Jun 1878, died 1951 + Joe Jones.

7.    Garfield Oaks, born 19 Mar 1881, died 1964 Whitley County KY.
8.    Laura Oaks, born 09 May 1883 Lincoln County, died Unknown Whitley County + Terrell Petrey.
9.    John [Blane?] Oaks, born 16 Mar 1886, died 1933 + Martha Petrey.
10.  Eva Oaks, born 22 Jun 1888 + Unknown Petrey.


Daniel and family were in Lincoln County for the 1880 census; they relocated to Whitley County about 1884.  Both Daniel and Margaret are buried in the Cane Creek Cemetery in Whitley County.


Josiah Oaks was the fifth child of Adam and Jemima Bolton Oaks.   Josiah was born 6 Jan 1845 in Tennessee.   He Married America Petrey, daughter of  Thomas and Nancy Young Petrey on 3 May 1868 in Lincoln County.  They had at least 12 children, who were:

Clarinda Oaks, born 18 Aug 1869 KY, died in Lincoln County OK + Andrew Frank Dishon.

Drumintha Oaks, born 2 Oct 1871 KY, 31 Oct 1945 Lincoln County OK + John L Turnbull.

Malinda J Oaks, born 28 Aug 1873 KY, died unknown Oklahoma + Cicero Lay.

Ella Oaks, born 7 Nov 1875 KY, died 21 Jul 1938 Lincoln County KY + William Dishon.

Cora Oaks, born 18 Feb 1878 KY, died 1918 + Henry Ballard.

Frances Jamica Oaks, born 19 Feb 1880 KY, 31 Oct 1941 Lincoln County KY + James Garland James.

Sylvanus Oaks, born 1882 KY, died 27 Aug 1933 Lincoln County KY + America Willard.

Liela Pearl Oaks, born 14 Mar 1884, died 14 Sep 1884.

George T Oaks, born 1 Aug 1888 KY, died 19 Dec 1969 Lincoln County KY + Nettie Bogie.

John E Oaks, 18 Jul 1890 KY, died Jun 1949 Oklahoma City, OK + Nettie Griffin.

Nora Oaks, born unknown, died as infant.

Maggie B Oaks, born 1891 Lincoln County KY, died 3 Nov 1980 Washington County Ky + Emzey Kidd.

The sixth child of Adam and Jemima Bolton Oaks was James Franklin, born Aug 1848 in Campbell Count TN.  James Franklin Oaks married Prescilla (Ciller) Jane Powers on 6 Aug 1871 Lincoln County KY.  Prescilla was daughter of Bennett and Emaliza Chaudoin Powers.   James F and Prescilla had 12 children, they were:

John Riley Oaks, born Sep 1872 Lincoln County, died 9 Mar 1928 Lincoln County.

Emma Eliza Oaks, born 2 Dec 1873 Lincoln County, died 28 Jul 1944 Lincoln County + (1) William Oaks; (2) William G James.

William Andrew Oaks, born Jun 1875 Lincoln County, died 13 Jul 1920 Lincoln County.

Jemima Oaks, born 15 Dec 1876 Lincoln County, died 23 may 1963 Lincoln County + Joseph N Durham.

Malinda Oaks, Sep 1878 KY (with parents in 1900 census).

Nancy Ellen Oaks, born 26 Jan 1882 Lincoln, died 15 Apr 1939 Lincoln County + (1) Robert Petrey and (2) John R Johnston.

Margaret Lela Mae Oaks, born Jun 1884 Lincoln County, died 28 Oct 1951 Garrard County KY + Willis Frank Kidd.

James Benjamin Oaks, born 18 May 1885 Lincoln County, died 24 Jul 1950 Montgomery County IN + Ada Permelia Rush.

Mary Oaks, born 5 Aug 1886 Lincoln County, died 5 Nov 1949 Lincoln County + Frank Denny.

Rosa Oaks, 24 Apr 1890 Lincoln County, died 22 Nov 1969 + Samuel Pence.

Cloyd Thomas Oaks, born Dec 1891 Texas, died 23 mar 1937 Lincoln County KY + Isabelle Pence.

Joseph Melvin Oaks, born 16 Jun 1894 Lincoln County KY, died 18 Nov 1957 Lincoln County + (1)Freida Iverson and (2) Minnie Pruitt.

In late 1890 or early 1891, James Franklin and family went to Texas in a covered wagon.  They apparently stayed less than three years and came back to Lincoln County KY.  James Franklin Oaks died 30 May 1927 Lincoln County.  Prescilla Jane died 12 Oct 1932 Lincoln County.

The seventh child of Adam and Jemima Bolton Oaks was John Riley Oaks.  John R was born May 1850 in Campbell County TN.  On 16 Dec 1871, he married Susan Ann Powers In Lincoln County.  Susan Ann was daughter of James Madison and Lucinda Wells Powers.  John R and Susan had at least eight children.  They were:

James Haley Oaks, born abt 1875 KY.

Albert Oaks, born abt 1877 KY.

Susan G Oaks, born abt 1879 KY.

Minnie Lee Oaks, born abt 1885 KY.

John Moss Oaks, born abt 1888 KY + Flora B Unknown.

Joe Matt Oaks, born abt 1890 KY + (1) Unknown; (2) Amanda Unknown.

Benjamin H Oaks, born abt 1894 KY + Etta Unknown.

Julia Bird Oaks, born abt 1897 KY.

John Riley and Susan Powers Oaks lived most of their married life in Whitley County KY.  John died there between 1900 and 1910.  Susan is listed as a widow in the 1910 Whitley County Census. 

Anna Eliza Oaks, born abt 1852 in either Campbell County, TN or in KY.  She was the eighth child of Adam and Jemima Bolton Oaks.  From my file, she married William Adams in Lincoln County 27 Jan 1870.  My family file shows no other information for this couple.  I list no parents for William Adams.

The 1880 Lincoln Census showing Adam Oaks as head of household, shows the following:

1880 census

 Household:

 Name  Relation Marital Status Gender Race Age Birthplace Occupation Father's Birthplace Mother's Birthplace 

 Adam OAKS   Self   M   Male   W   60   KY   Farmer   NC   KY  

 Jemima OAKS   Wife   M   Female   W   63   TN   Keeping House   VA   VA  

 Anna E. OAKS   Dau   D   Female   W   27   KY   At Home   NC   KY  

 James D. ADAMS   GSon   S   Male   W   6   KY      KY   TN  

 Ambrose C. BALLARD   Other   S   Male   W   15   KY      KY   KY  

I would guess that Anna E age 27 is the Anna Eliza that married William Adams in 1870, then James D Adams, born about 1874 is likely her son, even though the listed birth states would be contradictory.  Does anyone have information for William or James D Adams?   Did Anna Eliza remarry?   Ambrose appears to be the son of Adam’s sister Frances, abt 1835 – abt 1873, and Green Ballard.   

William Marion Oaks, born abt 1856 Campbell County TN, he died abt 1914 in Texas.  William M (Bill) was the ninth child of Adam and Jemima Bolton Oaks.  Bill married (1) Mary F Minks on 3 Dec 1883 Lincoln County;  Bill married (2) Emma Eliza Oaks abt 1890 at unknown location. Mary Minks was daughter of William S and Lucinda Frost Minks.  Emma Eliza Oaks was the daughter of James F and Prescilla Jane Powers Oaks.  James F Oaks was the older brother of Bill Oaks.  Bill and Emma Eliza apparently eloped and went west.  There were no known children from the marriage of Bill Oaks and Mary Minks.  There were at least two children from the relationship with Emma Eliza, and may have been more, the two known children were:

Odlee A (Bid) Oaks, born abt 1901, died 5 Jun 1955 Lincoln County KY.

James Oaks, born 21 May 1911 Fort Bluff Arkansas, died 26 Jul 1986 Fayette County KY + Delphia Spears.

There are many stories about the exploits of Bill Oaks, but all I have is third hand and I’ll not repeat these stories here.  I think is has been established that Bill Oaks was a dangerous man.

The tenth child of Adam and Jemima Bolton Oaks was Preston Haley Oaks, born 1858 Campbell County TN, died 14 Apr 1925 Whitley County KY.  Preston married 3 times: (1) Mary Warren on 7 Mar 1881 Lincoln County KY.  Mary died before 1909, Preston married (2) Jane Unknown; they had daughter Bessie born abt 1909.   Preston married (3) Nancy Ellen Hubbard, they had daughter, Jessica born abt 1915; and son Glennis born abt 1917.

This branch of the “OAKS” tree represents only one line of the Oaks family that moved into southeast Lincoln County about 1840.  Four of Adam Oaks’ siblings also moved into Lincoln County about that same time.
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