Aaron & Nancy Bridges
George and Mary (?) Wells of Stafford County Virginia had a daughter Nancy, probably their second born, probably about 1770. She is named in George’s will, dated May 9, 1810 in Shelby County, Kentucky as the wife of Aaron Bridges.

Aaron Bridges is shown in a Martin Family Genealogy as the son of James and Letitia “Bridwell” Bridges, being born 10-27-1771 in Stafford, Virginia. The source is cited as the Shriner Manuscript, unpublished, at the Vigo, IN Library in Terre Haute, IN.

In the records of the Chappawamsic Baptist Church published in the Magazine of Virginia Genealogy, Aaron Bridges was dismissed from membership in 1804. Is is assumed that he and Nancy, along with the extended George Wells family, began their trek west at about that time.
The Nelson County, KY Deed Book 6, page 540, shows that Aaron purchased 73 acres on the waters of Simpson’s Creek on 9-13-1806 from Richard and Rebecca Arnold.

The 1810 Federal Census for Nelson County, KY shows Aaron as a 45+ year old with three females, one 26-44, one 16-25, and one 10-15.

In the book, “Bloomfield, Chaplin, and Fairfield, A History and Genealogy of Northeastern Nelson County, Kentucky” compiled by Dr. Robert P Moore, a genealogy of the Johannes Henrich Weber, anglicized to Weaver, family is given  on page 318. It states: Jeremiah H Weaver, b. Oct. 1787, Fauquier Co., VA, m. 3 July 1816, Nelson County, KY, Mary Catherine “Polly” Bridges, b. 24 Apr. 1796, dau. of Aaron Bridges and Nancy Wells. Jeremiah, Polly, and her parents are all buried at the Little Union Baptist Church. Aaron was a charter member and founding deacon of the church in 1811. NOTE: my list of burials at the Church does not show Aaron. Mary C Weaver’s dates are shown as 4-24-1787 to 9-20-1876. Nancy Bridge’s headstone apparently has no dates.
In settling George Wells’ estate, each of his heirs made a statement about their previous receipts from him. The following were recorded:


“I certify that Nancy Bridges, formerly Nancy Wells, a proper representative and legatee of George Wells, deceased, appeared before me, a Justice of the Peace for Nelson County and was duly sworn, that the above shares was all she ever received from her father’s estate. Given under my hand this 13th day of December, 1817” and the entry for Aaron, “the following account will shew the different items I received of my father’s estate and the year I received them, to wit, (a list of items that were received in 1790), signed Aaron Bridges.”
There is no record for Aaron and Nancy Bridges in the 1820 Federal Census, but there is a Tabitha Bridges in the Bloomfield area of Nelson County.

In the final settlement of George’s estate in 1828, neither Aaron nor Nancy is mentioned, but a Susan Bridges is. This could well be the younger daughter mentioned in the 1810 Census.

The marriage record for Nelson County records a marriage of Aaron Bridges and Nancy Burkhart on 3-13-1838.And in will book2, page 518 it shows in the April Court, 1838 for George Burkhart, deceased that “Widow Nancy Bridges late Burkhart”. 

So, the question is, what in the heck happened to Aaron between 1817 and 1838? Was this Aaron the son? Did he and Nancy Wells have more than Mary and Susan? Where is Aaron buried? And did Susan ever get married?
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