








Feb. 27, 2009

Sara, I can’t tell you how much I enjoyed visiting with you yesterday evening. I know that your visit to Carter County will be an experience that will bring back many memories to you and will be something you will always remember. May will be here before we know it!

I was going to send you some more photos of your property, but I put them on the Carter County website several months ago, so you have no doubt already seem them. As you can see,  the southern parcel is in a very natural state. There is some brush along the creek, but most of it is forested hillside that is quite open and accessible. The rocky ledges are not large but are very pretty. One has a definite feeling of being away from civilization, especially along the eastern half. There is a busy road that abuts the western boundary and a dirt road that approaches the southern end of your property. There is an old trail that is wide enough for a jeep that runs north up the center of the property that dead-ends at a headland over looking the Tygart. It is quite steep both above and below the road (east and west of the trail).

What is most striking about the southern parcel are the trees. There are many very large oak and pine, many of them quite straight and tall and very healthy looking. They are so  beautiful!

If you and your family do choose to donate the southern parcel to the county as well, we would be able to keep it in its natural state, developing only limited walking/biking trails. I would suggest that the existing  central trail be retained as is, and that an additional trail along the western perimeter be added. Because the parcel is so open, the views of the large trees and rock formations can be enjoyed very easily from a distance. If the trees are allowed to mature through their natural life cycle, this parcel will only get more beautiful over  time. I’d like to see this parcel maintained in a way similar to the Blanton Forest on the south face of Pine Mountain in Harlan County, Ky. Blanton has the largest preserve of old growth forest in Kentucky.
Well, I want to get this all in the mail to you. See you soon!
Brooks Title History
Deed Book  J,  Pages 15-16: Deed from Calvin Scott to C. C. Brooks, 1882

Note that I have been unable to find a record of an Affidavits of Descent related to your family’s property. 

Mountain Enterprise Title History

Deed Book  X,  Page 362: Deed from G. W. Henderson to  Jams A. Paynter, 1886

This deed refers  to “the land of C. C. Brooks”

Deed Book  53, Page 613: Deed from James Paynter to Mary, Cora and Alice Tabor , 1922

This deed refers back to Deed Book X, Page 362

Deed Book  66, Pages 219-221: Affidavit of Descent & Deed from Mary Tabor to Alice Tabor, 1943

This deed refers back to Deed Book 53, Page 613
Deed Book  139, Page 585: Deed from Paul Hensley to Ernest McCleese, sale price of $1, 1967
This deed refers back to Deed Book 66, Page 219
Deed Book  186, Pages 192-204: Affidavits of Descent: McCleese; Parker; McGarey (unrelated?), 1982

Deed Book  187, Pages 149-151: Deed from McKinley McCleese et al to Ken Mor Stone Company, 1983

This deed refers back to Deed Book 66, Page 219; Book 139 Page 585 and Book 186 Page 197
Deed Book  58 Page 90: Deed from Ken Mor Stone to Valley Stone, 2001

This deed is not enclosed
Deed Book  160, Page 335: Deed from Valley Stone to Oldcastle Mountain Enterprises, 2005
This deed refers back to Deed Book 58, Page 490
Deed Book  234, Page 552: This is a plat from the deed from CSX to Fred Collins, in which he purchased the railroad right-of-way to the north of the Brooks Estate and Mountain Enterprises properties. 

Note that it refers to “Paynter Property, 1904”.
Deed Book  149, Pages 25-28: Deed from Jerome Paul Burton to James Owen Wilburn, 1970

This  deed number is one you gave me over the phone. It appears unrelated to your property.

Deed Book  L, Page 403: Deed from S. V. Munion to Mary Bocook, 78 acres, 1886

This deed number is one you gave me over the phone. It appears unrelated to your property.

Olive Hill Topo Map: The dashed lines indicate what is known as the “Hayes Property” or “Devil’s Backbone”. “ME” is the Mountain Enterprises parcel and “Brooks” is your family’s parcel. The line dividing the two parcels should probably be about a half inch to the left to be more accurate.

I outlined your family’s parcel south of Tygart Creek with x’s. Most of this parcel is low and is often water-covered when rains are regular. There is a  some high ground which I indicate with an arrow. 
PVA Map 44: Parcel 54 is the Mountain Enterprises parcel; Parcel 56 encompasses your family’s parcels.
