
Proposed park and trail on the Mountain Companies’ property 

locally known as the “Devil’s Backbone” 

The proposed trail segment which passes through the Mountain Companies’ property begins at the 
former CSX passenger depot near Cross St. in Olive Hill, run s east past the Olive Hill Waste Water 
Treatment plant, passes through the “Brooks heirs” portion of the “Devil’s Backbone” and  then crosses 
the Tygart Creek at the east end of the Mountain Companies property. 

The proposed trail will typically be some eight feet in width. Minimal grading will be done and the trail 
base will be composed of a rock and rock-dust  material which will be replaced with asphalt as funding 
becomes available.. The trail will be exclusively used for walking, biking and equestrian activities. No 
motorized vehicles (other than trail maintenance vehicles) will be permitted on the trail. 

We plan on developing a network of walking  trails throughout the property. These would be narrower 
than the main trail  and in some cases would remain unpaved. The natural character of the area would 
be retained. We have plans for picnic and light recreational uses of specific areas of the property, but 
the primary goal will be to retain the natural beauty of the area. 

Signage on the trails will highlight the natural qualities and history of the property. Permanent 
recognition would be given to individuals and organizations who contributed to the creation of the park 
and trail. 

As a point of information, the owners (the Brooks heirs) of the western portion of “Devil’s Backbone” 
have already agreed to donate their property as a public space for trails and a park.  

As cited in the deed , there is a family cemetery located  in the southern quadrant of the property. An 
extension of Cold Springs Rd.  at one time gave public  access to the cemetery. In recent years the road 
has fallen into disrepair, but local residents are presently planning on re-opening the road to foot traffic. 

Funding for the development and maintenance  of the trail and park will come from voluntary 
contributions, the Commonwealth of Kentucky, Carter County and the City of Olive Hill. 

URL for the web page for our Carter County Rails-to-Trails Project: 
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~kycarter/Rails_to_Trails/Rails_to_Trails_index.htm 
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The Morehead-Ashland Segment of the  Lexington-Ashland Rail Trail 

 

 

 



 

Street map of the  ” Devil’s Backbone” area 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Aerial photos of the ” Devil’s Backbone” area 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Topo map of the ” Devil’s Backbone” area 

The topography is very steep in the western area of the property, 
Particularly near Tygart Creek. There are some level areas  in the east,  

between the creek and the old CSX Railroad right-of way. 
 

The railroad right-of-way is elevated  above the surrounding terrain 
by about 12-18 feet. 

 
The railroad right-of-way and the creek combine to effectively 

land-lock the Mountain Companies property. 
 

Note that the topo map shows the old routing of Tygarts Creek. The tear-drop shaped path of the  
stream bed was excised some years ago so that the steam now flows close to the southwest headlands 

of the “Devil’s Backbone”  

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 


