


												Nov. 17, 2001





Dearest Glenn and Opal, 








I was so excited when I found your envelop in my mail box.  I can’t tell you how much I enjoyed your letter. Your speculations are very interesting. I had always assumed that the Ross’s always lived around the Ross Chapel area. By the map, Trough Creek and Ross Branch look like they are a fair distance apart. It would be interesting to see where there is level farm acreage in those areas. It looks like it wouldn’t have been very convenient to get between those parcels, if John Nelson was working both of them at the same time. I have a note that David Johnson Ross was born in “Upper Flat Woods”. Do you know where that is?





I don’t have a birth date for Richard Ross, but since he married Catherine McCleese on 29 Sept. 1814 in Bath Co. KY, we could guess that it was around 1790-1795. As you suggested, that would make him about the same age as Samuel Ross.





Just as I was about to write to you, I got another package in the mail. It was a genealogy book by Leon Vanlandingham on the Vanlandingham family. I correspond with Leon over the internet. Some of what he has in the book is well documented, other things are educated guesses. I first contacted him as part of my research into the Vanlandingham couple who signed John Nelson Ross’ 1839 Marriage Bond. As you know, one of the names is clearly “Eizabeth Vanlandingham”, the other was is not legible, but is something like “Jas(?) Vanlandingham”. The signature of a “William Denton” is also on the documents. And, again, they refer to John Nelson Ross as “my son”.  In his book, Leon identifies this couple as Joshua Vanlandingham and his wife, Elizabeth Ross. I’m including some photo copied pages from the book. As you can see, Leon claims that Elizabeth was mother of John Nelson and Susana Ross. I’m inclined to agree with him. The first time I came across this couple was when my Uncle Bobby Ross and I first came to Kentuckyy together. That was also the time we first visited you and Glenn. What a wonderfull day!!  At the time, I speculated that Elizabeth could have been John Nelson’s mother, or perhaps an older sister. The “my son” wording (assuming this is the correct Vanlandingham couple) would support the case for Elizabeth being John’s mother, born to Elizabeth’s first husband (as Leon writes in his book).





If Leon is correct, these Vanlandinghams will link us (at least indirectly) to a Fleming Couny Ross family which I have been researching for some time. This Ross family also married into some Hunt, Denton and Vanlandingham lines that are very inter-related among each other. I have accumulated a lot of charts and other info on these families already because I had so much circumstantial evidence that seemed to link them to John Nelson in some way. I’ll send you some charts on them once I have them updated with my new info from the Vanlandingham book. 





I have also been researching other Ross’s in the Bath-Fleming County area. There are several, but I might be able to definitely eliminate some of them as being related to John and Reuben, and that would be progress (of a sort). Also, I think it might be useful in the years ahead to contact descendents of these other Ross’s, just on the chance that there is a record of some connection. Then too, genetic research might progress to the point that we would be able to tell something about kin-ship through genetic testing. 





I hope this weekend I will finally write a letter to Frankfort to order a couple of the Will of Daniel McCelease. That’s the document that lists the siblings of  Rebecca “Becky” James (wife of Reuben) and their spouses.  I want to contact as many James descendents as I can find.





I correspond with several other Ross cousin’s who were very interested in the photos that you sent to me, especially the one of Becky Ross. I scanned the copy you sent to me and sent it to them via the internet. Some day I would like to get a little better copy of that photo. As I recall, the original of that photo is not in as good condition as some of the others, and when it’s printed on regular paper, her face is hard to make out.   





Please give Glenn my love and much, much thanks for his efforts at the cemetery.  I’m sure his good works are much appreciated by the scores of  families who have loved ones up there.  There is something about that piece of ground that gives me a special feeli
