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The Civil War Record

I found mention on the internet that Townley had been a member of the 22+
Regiment of the Kentucky Volunteer Army during the Civil War. Thar was the
Union Army", so | wrote to the MNational Archives, hoping there might be some
more information there,

I received a thick envelope from the MNational Archives, Townley had peti-
tioned for a pension for his war service, starting in 1890, Bug he had been listed
as 1 deserrer. His petition was denied. He wroe again in 1891, That petition was
denied. He wrore in 1894, and thar perition was denied. He was still peritioning
as late as 1913, All denied.

Here is 2 sample of the correspondence:

State of Kentucky, County of Carter. February, 1890

Personal l]." ::Ppcan:d b:,'f'nru: mC, A BOTaAry Puhlir. in and for the aforesaid Co unty
and Swate, duly authorized to administer oaths, Landisdale L. Taber, aged 63
years, a resident of Olive Hill, in che Counry of Carrer, and Soare of Kenrucky,
who, being duly sworn according to law, states thar he is acquainted with T, H.
Bellomy, applicant for Invalid Pension, and knows the said T, H, Bellomy w be
the identical persen of that name who served as a private in Company 1, 23nd
Regiment of KY Vols, and who was discharged ar Grayson on or abour the 10 day
of Sepr, 1863, by reason of general Disabilicy.

Thar the said T. H. Bellomy, while in the line of ducy, ar or near Carlert Burg,
in the Stare of KY, did, on or abour the st day of December, 1861, become

disabled in the following manner, vie: “contracted inflamation of the eyes and
disease of ]ungﬁt thmugh exposure and han.{.gh'lpv incidenral o army life. Also

incured a rupture of left side caused by lifiing heavy government wagon from
which disabilicics he conrinued ro suffer up o rthe dare of his discharge, being
unable for duty by reason of same.”

Thar the facrs as above stared are personally known o affianc by reason of:
“b’:ins & mfmbcl' Uf thl: samc ’;Dnll}m}r WAE with d'.l.l:' IDL'IJ.'L'II'.IL:I.nd Wh’;'r.l d-.l{' C]-Ji'
ment took sick and was injured [and] observed the weake condirion thar he was in,
He had a bad cough and raised much mucus and phlegm, complained of pains
and weakness in the chest and lungs, His eves looked red and inflamed and sore,
causing pain and dimness of sighr. He also complained of pains and weakness in
groin and left side from ruprure, [ saw the swollen pares, saw him often, and ofien
heard him complain and saw him in pain as above stared while in the service.”

And deponent further states, that he is well acquainted with the claimant, hav-
ing known him for abour 50 years; and furcher, thar his knowledge of the facrs
above stated was derived from having served as a Lst Licutenant in Company [
of the 22nd Regiment, Ky Volunteers, from 14th day of Ocrober, 1861, o the
1ich d,:L}-' of December, 1861, And -;lcpum:nt further states, that the claimant was
a sound, able-bodied man ar enlistment. so far as he knew and could judge. and
that he has no interest, direct or indirect, in this claim, and s not concerned in
its prosecution,

Landisdale L. Taher
C. H. Ernest. official signature



et G, 1891
[Dear Sir:

l]‘hﬂ“:' SOCms o b{' a mi!nkﬂ ;:I'I. th’: n:mnl L'.F t!I' I:l[f War 1“ IC'E:."L{ (e ) m}' HCr=
vice in the U, 8, Services. 1 will give you a crue starement of services rendered by
myself, which [ am able to prove by as good citizens and soldiers as can be pro-
dueed in Carrer and Lewis counties, stare of KY.

First, [ entered the 4th day of July, 1861, at Olive Hill, KY, and was sworn by a
recruiting officer to report at Grayson the 1st day of August, 1861, Col. Garrerr,
a U. 5. mustering officer, swore thirreen into the UL 5. service, We were sent ro
Cartlertburg. KY, to get our uniforms, We got them, 1 drew from the commissary
a suit of blue, cap and overcoar. a blanker, knapsack. canridge belr, haversack,
musliet, bayonet, [and] 60 rounds of ammunition, Retuming w Grayson, we
drilled in T Ellis company. | received in servies in August, thirreen dollars [and)
was eonstantly on the skirmish afrer John T, Williams and other Rebel bands thae
was annoying the citizens as well as soldicrs, For the month of Seprember I [also]
received thirteen dollars.

On the 2dch of Ocrober, by orders of the Colonel commanding, | was rans.
ferred o or adopred by Company [3, 22nd Begiment, KY Volunteers, afier which
| mever EOT no mole pay, M}' service was onc of h:m.{ship and coil and d::l.ngn:cr |
W CVET n::ld.} ful dLl.'.}'-. J. hﬂJJ. fn“!tn] ‘Ln thc S-En'i’:’: Uf |'.|.'|.}' O:JLLnI:r].‘ il!l ‘EUUL{ E‘jrj'L
for three years or during the [duration of the] war.

About the first of December, 1861, there came a disparch for 150 men of our
regiment to reenforce Col, Zeigler ar Camp Sirredo, WV, 1 was one who volun.
reered o oy as Caol. Wilson said he wanred volunceers o E;o—hc: did not wanc
his men o go who did not have the uniform, We went o West Virginia and then
to Guyandote. Then we fell back to Cattlertburg. There was some government
waggons that was stalled in the streer, 1 and others was ordered by government
officers o assist the ceams. While [ was lifting ar a waggon, I ruprured myself in
the left groin [and] was taken back o Grayson [and] put in a house belonging w
Allen Duncan, | was lefr with some thirreen others under the rrearment of D
wﬂ]- H- luﬂﬁ U‘f Gm}wﬂ-

Abour the Grh of December. 1861, our men was ordered ro Camp Swigert to
consolidate with the men at the above named camp. Col. Wilson had left us in
the care of the doctor named abour the 15th of Drecember, The docror furloughed
all home as he was called, [ was very bad with the ruprure, my eyelids had become
inflamed very bal. T had a hemorage of the lungs—1 was bleeding when [ was
scized with a fir of coughing,

[Missing conneceton here] nothing but justice. The record is corrainly wrong
in my case. [ never deserred as sure as God is in heaven and can prove thar [ did
not, This is all [ can do. [ know [ ought to have something for my services, but
if the War I'J:P:lrtrn ent thinks dif‘ﬁ:r:ntl}', I cannot |'|:||:| ir. It is hard for 2 man o
gﬂt iniLlch. 1“ thf U. S.. S("\'].ﬂ:‘ -:l.nd I:I'.I.{.'I.'I ]:N: wmﬂgﬁi €T J. hl‘(r bcfna "l'h‘: DH‘L&T«F
of Company [} have done a thing thar will condemin them in another world by
reporting a lie. | can prove what | say

Give this your special arcention. and ler me know ar your carliest conve-
nienee,

Yours with respect,
T. H. Bellomy
Vaneehurg, KY

Ill’wnlﬂ}' t':“-ﬁ thc SAIMe Ft‘.":_r I“'.l. & -Slllg]'“'l:f' d.i.EE;rcnt }:er ir.l w';r}' ong <J.F I'.|‘|J
P:'i'il?nﬁ. ﬂnl.lq ovEr Il'lt CONrss l'rr n'lirl}l' }'c::lr‘.-i, I'l: r}l'ﬂ]dll.ci'l.i .‘iﬂ"tm] wiln:!ﬁiﬂ Wh‘
restified ro the truth of his claims, | have ewo different photos showing him on
crutches late in his life, indicating thar he was perhaps still suffering from the
injury received in lifting the government wagon, Also, it does not seem unlikely



ro me thar, g'w::n war condirions and the number of rransfers he made from moop
[ ¢n] t“.lUP- tl.'lal. th: FJ.]:N.'E “'{llk {if Ilt WS d.l.'lni.' at JJ.I} rllight not ]'l.a.""!: E:I.Ll.ght UP
with him, It also scems possible thar che doctor who meated him, D, William
Jones, who was no doubt busy and overworked, might have failed to report the
furloughs he made, In spire of the evidence thar he was nor beyond sererching the
truth, [ have wo say | do beliove my gggrandfather in this case. If he was lying,
he told the same lies with remarkable persistence over the years, and the lies are
surrounded by very convincing derails. 1f he was lying, | think he believed the
lies he was relling. [ think he suffered more from the facr thar he was listed as a
deserter and that his Government did not believe him than from the denial of his
pension.

The Regulators Capture Townley Bellamy

An article in the Less County Henald by D William M. Talley encided “An Era
OF Disorder Followed End of Civil War™ gave me more information w chew
on concerning Townley’s life. Dr Talley describes the conditions in Kentucky
that led to the formation of the Regulators. Since Kentucky was a border state
berween the North and the South during the Civil War, the citizens were quite
divided in their loyaltics. Mot only were counties and towns divided againse one
another—some standing firmly for allegiance ro the Union, others apring for sue-
cession and fighting on the side of the Confederacy—but even different members
of the same family sometimes chose o support apposite sides in the conflicr. As
a resulr, a great deal of harred and animosicy was ercared that lingered for decades
:Irl'.‘:]' [h:‘ WA Wils OVET I:I{i'lPl'E' w]'l.l? |'|.:I|J ErOWTE J.CC'I.I-FH.FIT“:I.! o "o'i';'IIE:I'Ift' :II'Id. ]aw—
lessness a5 a way of sertling scores during che war found iv difficulr to change their
ways after the war was over, and old grievances for acts commirted during the war
often fesrered into full-blown feuds char included gun banles and bush-whack-
ings, house and barn-burnings, beatings, harasment, and murder.

The Regularors were a splinter group of the ariginal Ku Klux Klan, aceording
to lalley, which had been put out of commission by President Grante. Uneil the
Ku Klux Klan was revived, rhe Regulators reigned in this parr of Kenrucky and
their wrach was direcred ar anyone—whire or black—who they thoughr needed
“regulating.” One carly case reported in the newspaper was of a man named Jarvis
who was bearen and whippcd because ke had not pald his docror bills, and the

editor n:purlt'd that the docror was Amcg thase who wl:]ppu] the man! The

®In fact, as noted earlier, Townley's first cousins who remained in Virginia (which was
sonn b l'ifl:lﬂ-m.l’!’ West 1l""l.r's.i:l'li:a.‘fl i:nuglut &br tl:u' [.'nhl'-n:[cnc_';. His n:msin: in Kmtl.l.clt}r
fought for the Union,



brave editor had gane on to comment: “We hope the business of whipping for
refusing o pay doctor bills will stop juse where it s, a5 we don't want it down
here.”

In May, 1881, the newspaper caried a story abour the Regulators whipping
several women in the southern par of Lewis County, one of whom was a young
WOITAn l'l.:u'r.lfd A.I.'Int Sﬂlith wl-lu WS 'Sﬂfl’c]y hﬂnklimppﬁ\i. ]j‘uﬂ'l Uf hcr hﬂ.ﬂd&
had been nearly burned off in a childhood accident. Her mother was also beaten.
The crusading ediror commenred: “We think the Regularors have gone roo far in
this marrer. The idea of a party of stour men whipping old and crippled women
is 1 lictle too small for those who claim regulating o be essenrial ro the welfare
of the moral condition of the country.™ The Smith family had apparcndy come
under the scrutiny of the Regulators when the father, John Smith, joined a polit-
cal group called the Greenback Organization, a type of Labor Party that sup-
ported farmers and other laborers. Smirh was suspecred of having revealed some
of their secret business. Also, Smith was accused of going “to dances and then
refused o confess his sins,” Going to dances was apparently considered injurious
[eud t]'.I.L' I'.I'.IU.I.'!]J .Ell:l:]l;.

Soon after the whippings of Mrs. Smich and her crippled daughrer Anne, a
howse and bamn belonging to 2 neighbor burned, and the suspicion for who started
the fires fell upon John Smith, A member of the Bloomficld family claimed thar
while riding by the Smith home they had been fired upon by someone inside
the house, and soon after thar the barn of Reuben Bloomficld was ser afire and
burned to the ground. No proof was ever presented, bur the Smichs were blamed.
A Broup of Rc];u]a,turs suttounded the Smith home and whenever any member
of the Smich family became visible, the crowd would fire upon him or her. One
of Smith’s sons, age 17, was shot through the leg, just above the knee, and M.
Smich was nearly killed.

Constable A, G, Brewer and a posse of depuries left Vaneeburg with warranes
for the arrst of three of the Regulators and rode 1o the Smith home. When the
constable and posse arrived. the Regulators listened as he read the warrants and
then informed him they bad berer chings 1w do than wo be arrested. They wld
him if he was through with his job he should just go home. In the conversarion
that followed, the Regulators decided that if the Smiths agreed o leave the arca,
rhr}' would ler them Eo- Constable Brewer rlcgntimnl with the Smiths, and r|1:_'|.r
agreed o move to Vanecbung, The constable sent for a doctor to erear Smith's
wounded son. but the doctor was afraid 1o come o the scene. After the Smiths
vacated their home, the Regulators burned it to the ground.

Even more appalling was the end of the Smith story. which reveals just how
extreme the vindictiveness of some of the Regulators remained and how long it



continued. John Smich and his wite Nancy Jane {IDavis) raised rheir children and
lived out their peaceful and productive lives in Vanecburg, Their daughrer Anne,
whose hands had been burnr off ar the wrists excepr for owo or three wichered
fingers, grow o adulthood and married. She had a reputation as an excellent
cook and housckeeper in spire of her crippled condition. One summer day in
1904, nearly eweney-five years after the Smiths had been driven out of their home
by the Regulatars, Anne’s body was found floaring in Heath’s Hole of Salv Lick
Creck near Fly Branch. onc crippled hand sticking out of the water. She was sill
clurching her apron in which she held vegerables she had picked in preparation
for dinner. Irappeared thar she had fallen ineo the warer and drowned, bur several
years later a man in the neighborhood in his 70s called some of his relatives to his
bedside and made a deathbed confession. He and ocher former chul:m::r: had
murdered Anne and thrown her body in the creck, Bue he would not name any of
the orhers, and no one was ever prosecurted for the crime.

The family of Townley Bellomy was ancother targer of the Regulators. The
record is nor clear abour whar my gggrandfarher or some member of his fam-
ily may have done to aggravare them, but it does seem thae the Regulators, like
maost bully groups, enjoyed picking on eripples or people who were 1o weak 0
fight backs and after his war injury it seems likely that Townley was either still on
crutches or wallied with a decided hitch in his gaic. It is also possible thar some
earlier grievance— Townley's fighting for the Union army, for insmance. or even
something his ficher might have done—may have been at play,

For whatever reason, in April. 1881, the chul:mrﬁ cnprur:n:l 'Ihwnlv:]; Bella my
i“ one ‘JF hi\S .&';[\]51 k.nul:kl:l.l hi.n'l d.ﬁ.'l“"rl- :"'l.’d. Etﬂr.ld.i.nH Jb‘}w h;m 111. ﬂ.—]dr hUUdﬂ-
began whipping him with hickory switches. After they had beaten and cursed
him for some time, until he was bleeding and exhausted, the story goes that he
asked if he could have a drink of warer. His rormurers agreed o allow him o ge
up and limp to the nearby creck to get a drnk, Burt after he was a certain distance
away, Townley made an atempt to save himself by running as fast as his gimpy
legs would carry him. The Regulators drew their guns—which was perhaps their
intention all alomg—and they yelled. “Stop.” Bur when Townley didn't stop. they
fired in unison and che bullers spun him around and he fell hard into the corn
stubble from last year’s harvest, bleeding and unconscious, and at first presumed
dead. You will remember thar the V:l.nc:hurg newspaper r::P:::rrncl in Ma}'. 1881,
tl‘ln.t‘I‘l;M'nlE}-' Bc“ﬂn'l}' I'l:.’d l.l..lcd. F.I‘GJ:I'.I.‘I I'.l.i.rﬁ WULI:I'LEJJ.- r111i5 WS I:H.'l‘."l:lps A rumor l‘]'L:I.I.'
Tovwnley had instigated himself in an effore to save himself from further harass-
ment,

By August of 1881, however, it was dear that Townley was not Jdead, Perhaps
I'.lc ]'l:.d. I'K.‘c:l'l Spnttﬂ:l I"}" one l'lr tl'.lf Pfrpctntﬂ“- Iimpi nE Jlﬂng X I'.II'ICI{ Dl:luntrj,-'



road or ducl{ing inside a barn door as someone rode past his howse. “Thar son-
of-a-hitch is still alive,” they must have saidh So they burned down his house!
Unforrunarely for them, however, Townley was nor living there anymore, He had
rented the house on Buffalo Creek to a preacher’s family named Sizemore, and the
Sizemores barcly escaped the conflagration wich their lives. The incident called
attention t the recklessness of the Regulators, and finally the law came down
on their heads, A man named MeClure, who had beanded with the John Smich
family. was able o identify several of them, rl'mugh he died soon afrerwards. (The
editor of the Vanceburg newspaper stated thar MeClure had been living our in the
woods from fear of the Regularors, and his healch was destroyed by bad weacher
and exposure.) The Bellomy family filed swic against the Regulators, alleging libel,
slander, defamation of charcter, and a charge that they had started rumors o
destroy Townley’s business. {MNever mind aggravated assaule and atempred mur-
der!) Even withour McClure o rcir'lF_',', several of the Regularors were sent o the
penitentiary, including one who claimed he could not have been guiley of regulat-
ing the Bellomys because the same day his wife gave birth and he had not left the
house except to fetch the midwife. The jury did not believe him,

Mot of the Regulators who were conviered receivid only one-year sentences,
hewever, One may imagine that some of their colleagues who were stll under
eover and living in the arca were not happy with the Bellomys, and that the ones
rerurning ro Lewis Counry after a year in prison were even less hospirable upon
their releasc,

The record is not clear as o exactly when Townley and his first born son
Berry, my great grandfather, left Kentucky for Oklahoma, Bue in 1881, Berry
was twenty-nine, and my grandfather J’udg\.‘ {whose ]::g:l name was also Townley
Hannah} was already a boy, cight years of age. | do not know whether Berry or
Judge were ever involved in old Townley's dispute with the Regulacors, bur they
could have been. Lets put it this way, given the forces marshaled against the
Bellomys in that region of Kentucky ar thar hour of the world, it was a good time
o ]f-:“"f.

Robert and Townley in Oklahoma near the time of Townley's death






