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Kentucky Mountain
Miller In No Hurry

By John F. Dav -
ACTOLUS, Ky.—The old mill pond in most parts of
America has become the new swimming pool with a

rustic touch. but here at Pactolus in the Eastern Kentucky
hills 1s a2 mill pond that serves 1ts stone-burred mill just as

it did a century ba::k

Vinsons mll at Pacto is prob- |principal means of exchange. In-
ablyv the nnly wat#r-;‘u‘:wﬁrﬂd corn stead he took a percentage of the
miil in the Kentucky mountains grain or of the flour or meal
that still operates regularly. & = &

In the davs when creek beds | INDLY o!d Elmer Barnhill a
were the only roads and the re- | § v :
suting isolation forced the | Lt‘-Lle rr.a.n .i.“hh B W
mountain people into a make-it- :-mt.starr:e and twinkling blue eyes,
yvourself-or-do-without economy, |Still operates Vinsons mill on the
the mill was a necessary ad- prer centage basis, aithough he will

junct to family life. It Was ta3ke cash if the farmer prefers.

necessary that corn and wheat | :
e w valleys | €an full of shelled grain, about
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grown in the narrow valleyvs
and on the rcugh hillsides be [One-sixth of a bushel, is the per-
ground into flour or meal at or |centage fee. Ten cents a bushel

near home. 18 the cash charge.

3

Farely if ever was the miller "
paid in cash—a rare item in a| Hﬂ_“ d;?:lh't:l:’““:“ bual-
country where barter was the| DNe®s: i ell the truth
. ag - he’'d just about be on starva-
l tion rations if he weren't a
farmer as well as a miller. Dur-
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Vinsons mill—mamed for Its
lowners, the Vinson brothers, who
[live in another sectidn of Carter
jcounty—is located on the Little
{Sandy river, which flows into the
IUh:O near Greenup.
| The great stone burrs between
|which the grain is crushel were
first used by James A. Vinson,
father of the Vinson brothers, in a
mill he operated not long after
the Civil War on Little Fork, a
tributary of the Little Sandy.

The grinding process is slow,
tediously so when one compares
it to that in a modern roller

mill, but then Elmer Barnhill. a
true mountaineer, is in no harry.
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