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John F. Lewis II in front of his warehouse
«.."People will travel a hundred miles to save a nickel,” he says.



CARTER, Ky. (AP) —
John F, Lewis i is a firm
believer that ‘“‘people will
travel a hundred miles to
save a nickel.” To that end,
he has built a8 multimillion-

store his grandlather
founded 91 years ago. Lewis

““We're living
different age,” sald the 85-
year-old owner of J.F. Lewis
& Co. .

The business once was a
rural commissary where
rock-guarry workers bought
groceries, clothing, sundries
|  and gasoline. “But when the
discount stores got in the
cities, the country stores
dried up,” Lewis said.
“There was no way

you'd
enough volume in the average Saturday
ﬁalnreu. e

“We had to get into
| something that would make

people come oul into the
country, and that was
lluﬂl.m.:‘fwm'tlhlt-
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Carler Counly hamlet much in an average retail
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in a them, seeming to enjoy the
uch as

haggling over the price:
cost plus 10 percent and
sales tax. Take it or leave it.
The key, Lewis says, is
maximum wvolume and
minimum overhead. That
means no delivery,
financing or advertising

and the rural location
means low property taxes.

“Everything adds to your

cost,”” he said. '‘The

for these big

stores runs thousands of

‘He’s Kentucky’s furniture king:

thousands and thousands of
dollars worth of
merchandise without a
down payment,” he said.
““We normally find that, at
the price you're buying it
for, there's always

somebody else who'll take it
if you don't,”
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